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Gentlemen:

The Nevada Rock Art Foundation (NRAF) is a 501 c (3) nonprofit organization whose mission is
to protect and conserve Nevada's rock art heritage through aotive programs of site
doiumentation and public education. As part of its missio4 the NR dF is making a complete
archaeological inventory of the Lagonrarsino Canyon Petogllph Site (265Tl) under a
Memorandurm of Understanding (MOU) and Special.usc Perrrit with Storey County. This
program of site documentation began in 2003 and is intended to mitigate the adverse aflects of
corr"nt unsupervised public visitation, which has resulted in vandalism and thEft of
archaeological resources. The results of archaeolsgical inventory will also be used in the
development of an arcbaeologioal prcserve and site rnanagsrnent plan to ensure the site's rich

rock art heritage is conserved for the futwe.

The NRAF has also instigated a site stewardship program at Lagomarsino, now part of a progran

organized and managed by dre Nevada State Historic Preservation Office with oversight by the

NJvada Archaeological Association. The program allows concerned local residents to make an

ongoing contribution to the protection of the iite. Th" Nnen ahq has raised and expendedfunds

forl pr-ofu*ional conservator to restors one of the worsldmaged rock artpanels at the site.

As part of Foundation's MOU with Slorey County, the Planning Departrnent feq:9ted th|

NR^AF not use county roads or private toads fro* Virginia City and the'Vifginia $ighlands to

access the site dgring the archaeologieal inventory- Mi, Blake Smith, of Virginia Highlands

LLC,very g.nero*iy agreed to allJw NRAF crews to cross hi'proryrty @ accessthe.

fug*u^iJ" site durinf,ou fieldwork. This agree.rneil is_ not a public easoment, sirnply

puilision to cross priJate prope<ty for e speciirc, Iimited puqpose- NRI1F is' greatly lngregiative
of the support to date rhat lrir' smiin rt* p*viaed in helping docr'rrrrent ihe site, a vital first step

to ils future colservation.

As a nonpolit organization we san ltct oppose*or eildorss develop-ment projects I instead we

6 6 *"ltf, *ir1 fioUfic a"ncies and privaL organi'zations and citizcns to achievethe best
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outcome for the conservatiorr needs of rock art sites. We believe, and it is consistent with our

mission, that any proposed development should not diminish or otherwise impacl the setting'

feeling, and associatibn that contibuie to a rock art site's status or its eligibility for listing in the

nutol* Register of Historic Places. If these factors might be advepely impacted by a proposed

developmenl, we believe that mitigation of these impacts be a condition before a proiect is

approved.

We also believe that adverse eflects of aproject that cannot be avoided must be mitigated as a

condition of the project's approval. In the case of the Lagomarsino site, one obvious adverse

i6*, that may res-ult from any future building developmenf in the Virginia Ui_eruan$ are4 as

well as in the County more geierally,is a dramatic increase in unsupervised public visitation to

the site. T5e develop*"ni oiu petroglyph prsserve that would regulate public acoess 10 the site

would be one important conservation measure that could mitigate this advErse impact'

Mitigation of visual impacts would also be necessary to counter the impact to the seling' feeling,

and associalion that corild rerult from development in proximity to the site' Mr' Smitb arrd w'e

have agreed tbat there *r ',r*i"ot potential imryctsa *9 q" discussing appropriate mitigation

*"us,rrt, such as the possible donation of tand by Cordevista to the county of adjacent zueas on

which numerous prooedh p;;i;;; ahs founi. This would sffssfively increase the size of

the petroglypl pr"rrrni and help to ensure tlre integdty ofthis extremely important site which is

listed on the National Register of historic places'

Should Storey County decide to allow development to l91e foyla in lands immediatelv

adjacent to the Lagomarsino Canyon Petrogllph Site (265Tl), the Nzu\F will continue to offer

our commitment to tfrJong term'preservation of the rock art in whatet/er capacity the County

deems appropriate under G termi of our MOU arrd Speciai'use pemit.

Sincerely,

Dr-Q*,u=.-
DonD. Fowler,

President

Cc: NRAF Board of Directors
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